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Where do we stand today?
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“Science is converging on an all encompassing dogma, which 
says that organism are algorithms and life is data processing.”

“Intelligence is decoupling from consciousness.”

“Non-conscious, but highly intelligent algorithms may soon 
know us better than we know ourselves.”

Homo Deus by Yuval Noah Harari

The Guardian’s review

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/aug/24/homo-deus-by-yuval-noah-harari-review


Amended EPBD: BACS requirements & SRI
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_19_5889
https://smartreadinessindicator.eu/milestones-and-documents
https://www.rehva.eu/news/article/amended-epbd-is-your-building-compliant-with-the-bacs-requirements
https://smartreadinessindicator.eu/sites/smartreadinessindicator.eu/files/topical_group_c_1st_recommendations_report.pdf


Smart Readiness Indicator current status
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The Smart Readiness Indicator (SRI) for buildings was introduced in 2018 by the
Directive amending the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive
(2018/844/EU). Since Autumn 2020, following the intensive development and
extensive stakeholder consultation activities of the two SRI technical support
studies contracted by the European Commission’s (EC) Directorate General for
Energy (DG ENER), the first Smart Readiness Indicator version is ready.
Furthermore, the so-called SRI legal acts (EU regulations) have entered into force
across the EU’s Member States on January 10th, 2021. By design the SRI is a
voluntary scheme so it is now up to the Member States of the European Union to
decide how to implement the SRI at national level and as desired only after
undergoing a no commitment national testing exercise.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2018.156.01.0075.01.ENG


Smart Readiness Indicator some details
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U-CERT IN A NUTSHELL
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Horizon 2020 project, September 2019 – August 2022

• Introduce a next generation of user-centred Energy Performance Assessment and Certification
Scheme to value buildings in a holistic and cost-effective manner supported by an EU-wide
training and certification process for building professionals

• Facilitate convergence of quality and reliability, using the EPB standards developed under the
M/480 mandate, presenting the national and regional choices on a comparable basis

• Encourage the development and application of holistic user-centred innovative solutions,
including the Smart Readiness of Buildings (SRI)

• Encourage and support end-users in decision making (e.g. on deep renovation), nudge for
better purchasing and instil trust by making visible added (building) value, using EPC’s

• Strengthening actual implementation of the EPBD by providing and applying insights from the
perspective of all involved stakeholders, facilitated and empowered by the EPB Center



3 TRANSITION PATHS ENVISIONED BY U-CERT
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A full and smooth 
implementation of 
the EPBD and EPB 
standards under 
mandate M/480

User centred design for facilitating 
and accelerating building 

performance improvements 
(ranging from behaviour change all 

the way to deep renovation)

Leveraging synergies between the 
Smart Readiness Indicator for 
buildings and the set of EPB 

standards for shifting the current 
EPC paradigm to an evidence-based 
approach e.g. building operational 

rating



Visualising
U-CERT’s
endeavour
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The ongoing digital transformation of buildings
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“The smartness of buildings should be a means to an end and not a goal in its
own right. Smartness should serve the purpose of providing with a better building
in terms of energy performance, health, convenience, etc. There are some
examples of buildings where technology enthusiasts have gone so far in
automation that the technologies become gimmicks or are so experimental only
the person who installed it knows how to operate it.” stated Stijn Verbeke, senior
researcher at EnergyVille/VITO and University of Antwerp, in a recent expert
interview on BUILD UP (The European Portal for Energy Efficiency in Buildings).
Stijn was the principal investigator in the first SRI technical support study and the
coordinator of the consortium of the second technical support study commissioned
by the European Commission’s DG ENER.

https://www.buildup.eu/en/explore/links/expert-interview-stijn-verbeke-senior-researcher-energyvillevito-and-university


Stay timely informed!
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Follow us on social media and

subscribe to the eNewsletter

• https://u-certproject.eu/ + https://www.rehva.eu/

• Policy insights https://www.rehva.eu/knowledge-hub

• We’re not alone! Next Gen EPCerts Horizon 2020 cluster

• https://u-certproject.eu/epc-sister-projects/

https://u-certproject.eu/
https://www.rehva.eu/
https://www.rehva.eu/knowledge-hub
https://u-certproject.eu/epc-sister-projects/
https://www.rehva.eu/hvac-guidebook-repository/rehva-guidebook-29


Where are we heading?

12

“Are organism really just algorithms and is life really just data 
processing?”

“What’s more valuable intelligence or consciousness?”

“What will happen to society, politics and daily life when non-
conscious, but highly intelligent algorithms know us better 
then we know ourselves?”

Homo Deus by Yuval Noah Harari

The Guardian’s review

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/aug/24/homo-deus-by-yuval-noah-harari-review


www.u-certproject.eu

@cert_u
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THANK YOU FOR
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrei-vladimir-litiu-69337938/

